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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote. 

b 1252 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
concurrent resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

YEAR OF THE MILITARY FAMILY 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 64) 
urging the President to designate 2009 
as the ‘‘Year of the Military Family’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 64 

Whereas there are more than 1.8 million 
family members of regular component mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and an additional 
1.1 million family members of reserve com-
ponent members; 

Whereas slightly more than half of all 
members of the regular and reserve compo-
nents are married, and just over 40 percent of 
military spouses are 30 years or younger and 
60 percent of military spouses are under 36 
years of age; 

Whereas there are nearly 1.2 million chil-
dren between the ages of birth and 23 years 
who are dependents of regular component 
members, and there are over 713,000 children 
between such ages who are dependents of re-
serve component members; 

Whereas the largest group of minor chil-
dren of regular component members consist 
of children between the ages of birth and 5 
years, while the largest group of minor chil-
dren of reserve component members consist 
of children between the ages of 6 and 14 
years; 

Whereas the needs, resources, and chal-
lenges confronting a military family, par-
ticularly when a member of the family has 
been deployed, vastly differ between younger 
age children and children who are older; 

Whereas the United States recognizes that 
military families are also serving their coun-
try, and the United States must ensure that 
all the needs of military dependent children 
are being met, for children of members of 
both the regular and reserve components; 

Whereas military families often face 
unique challenges and difficulties that are 

inherent to military life, including long sep-
arations from loved ones, the repetitive de-
mands of frequent deployments, and frequent 
uprooting of community ties resulting from 
moves to bases across the country and over-
seas; 

Whereas thousands of military family 
members have taken on volunteer respon-
sibilities to assist units and members of the 
Armed Forces who have been deployed by 
supporting family readiness groups, helping 
military spouses meet the demands of a sin-
gle parent during a deployment, or providing 
a shoulder to cry on or the comfort of under-
standing; 

Whereas military families provide mem-
bers of the Armed Forces with the strength 
and emotional support that is needed from 
the home front for members preparing to de-
ploy, who are deployed, or who are returning 
from deployment; 

Whereas some military families have given 
the ultimate sacrifice in the loss of a prin-
cipal family member in defense of the United 
States; and 

Whereas 2009 would be an appropriate year 
to designate as the ‘‘Year of the Military 
Family’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) expresses its deepest appreciation to the 
families of members of the Armed Forces 
who serve, or have served, in defense of the 
United States; 

(2) recognizes the contributions that mili-
tary families make, and encourages the peo-
ple of the United States to share their appre-
ciation for the sacrifices military families 
give on behalf of the United States; and 

(3) urges the President— 
(A) to designate a ‘‘Year of the Military 

Family’’; and 
(B) to encourage the people of the United 

States and the Department of Defense to ob-
serve the ‘‘Year of Military Family’’ with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) and the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I might consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of House Concurrent Resolution 64, 
which I introduced, along with my 
ranking member, JOHN MCHUGH, and 
the majority of my colleagues on the 
Armed Services Committee. 

House Concurrent Resolution 64 calls 
for the President to designate 2009 as 
the ‘‘Year of the Military Family.’’ 

For over 7 years, our Nation has been 
in sustained conflict. Our servicemem-
bers are facing multiple deployments, 
but they are not the only ones who are 
shouldering the burden of the war. 
Nearly 2 million of our military fami-
lies have also shared in that burden. 
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While I am proud of Americans 

across this great Nation who have vol-
unteered or contributed funds and sup-
plies to support our deployed and in-
jured troops, those who have been on 
the forefront of those efforts are the 
military families. Over the last several 
years, military families have faced 
months of separation, some as long as 
18 to 20 months. With over 1 million 
children between the ages of birth and 
23 years of age who have parents in 
uniform, there have been many missed 
birthdays, graduations, holidays, and a 
child’s first words and other major life 
accomplishments that are all too com-
mon as troops continue to experience 
back-to-back deployments. 

Military families endure such hard-
ship and sacrifices so their service-
member can proudly continue to serve 
the Nation. Military families often pro-
vide moral support, as well as comfort, 
to each other, especially during these 
difficult times. However, many fami-
lies, especially those in the Reserves 
and Guard, do not have that luxury. 
Often these families must face these 
hardships alone, far from support pro-
grams and far from facilities that are 
located on military bases. 

The President and Mrs. Obama have 
stated that military families will be a 
top priority for this administration. I 
applaud the President and Mrs. Obama 
for their commitment to their military 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the President to 
continue this commitment and recog-
nize the sacrifices of military family 
members who have given support to 
their servicemember and this nation, 
and declare this to be the ‘‘Year of the 
Military Family.’’ 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
support of this important resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

also in support of House Concurrent 
Resolution 64, which urges the Presi-
dent to designate 2009 as the ‘‘Year of 
the Military Family,’’ and I thank the 
chairman of the Armed Services Com-
mittee, Representative SKELTON, for of-
fering it. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay 
tribute today to the force behind the 
force—the military family. It has long 
been known that the military services 
recruit individuals but retain families. 
This has never been more true nor 
more critical than it is today. The sup-
port our troops receive from their lov-
ing families—mothers, fathers, sisters, 
brothers, spouses and children—is in-
tangible, and it is nothing less than a 
powerful force multiplier. 

Dedicating a year to honor the serv-
ice and sacrifice of our military fami-
lies is the least we can do to say thank 
you and to call attention to this some-
times forgotten resource. Today, Mr. 
Speaker, millions of Americans have 
one or more family members serving in 
the Armed Forces. These incredible 
families attempt to lead normal lives 
while their loved ones stand in harm’s 
way, fulfilling our Nation’s oath to 
serve and protect. 

But they do not just wait. They also 
serve. Military spouses spend countless 
hours volunteering in family readiness 
programs and wounded warrior net-
works, all while managing to be two 
parents at once. Military children, 
numbering almost 2 million in our 
country, attempt to be like other chil-
dren while trying their hardest not to 
let sadness and worry overcome them. 

Mr. Speaker, the strength of the 
military family is astonishing. As we 
celebrate military families, let us not 
forget the sacrifice of parents. Military 
parents give their sons and daughters 
to the Nation and pray ceaselessly for 
their safe return. They look forward to 
every letter and every phone call, while 
fearing the ringing of the phone and 
the doorbell at the same time. 

Military children, Mr. Speaker, are a 
very different breed of young adult. 
They do not always have hometowns, 
but they do have a heightened sense of 
family, both in the traditional sense 
and in the special characteristics of the 
military community. Their home is 
where the military chooses to send 
them, and their family becomes all who 
surround them. 

They do not hesitate to support their 
family when their father or mother 
walks out the door for 6 months, 8 
months, or even more often now, a 
year. In most cases they are Mom or 
Dad’s biggest fans. Many times the old-
est child takes over as second in charge 
while serving as a rock for the young-
est. 

Even at a young age, military chil-
dren know what the words ‘‘ultimate 
sacrifice’’ means, and these words are 
in the back of their minds every day 
that goes by. Military families have an 
uncanny resilience. They are some of 
the strongest citizens in this country, 
and I am privileged to recognize them 
not only today, but every day. 

I have many such dedicated families 
in my strongly military district, the 
Fifth District of Colorado. 

b 1300 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
very important resolution because 
without the support of our military 
families, our Armed Forces would not 
be the incredible power that they are 
today. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SKELTON. I yield such time as 

he may consume to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. BECERRA). 

Mr. BECERRA. I thank the chairman 
for yielding and, more importantly, I 
thank him for this resolution, which 
tries to not only recognize the men and 
women who are in uniform, but cer-
tainly the men and women and chil-
dren and parents of our soldiers in uni-
form who day to day have to go 
through the same experiences that our 
troops abroad and in our military sta-
tions throughout must go through as 
well. 

There are some 3 million Americans 
today who represent the family mem-
bers of our brave soldiers. I am pleased 

to say that I count myself among those 
family members. And I believe it is 
something that not only should be 
done in 2009 to urge the President to 
designate this year as the Year of the 
Military Family but, quite honestly, 
this is something we should do every 
year. 

I think it is of the utmost impor-
tance. And we applaud the First Lady 
of the United States, Michelle Obama, 
for the role that she has decided to 
play in elevating the stature of our 
families who are here or throughout 
the world and have a family member 
serving today on behalf of this country. 

It is something that I think some-
times we take for granted. But this is 
an occasion today where, on the floor 
of the most democratic body in the his-
tory of this world, we can say to all 
those who serve in uniform, not just 
from our country, but throughout, that 
we do think about you, we do respect 
what you do and, more importantly, we 
realize that you have family that day 
to day must go through the same expe-
riences you do. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I think it is some-
thing we should do, as I said, all the 
time. I think every Member in this 
body would agree that we have to 
think about our servicemembers and 
their families every day. And it doesn’t 
hurt to periodically do it in a more of-
ficial way by actually having a resolu-
tion which urges the President to de-
clare this year the Year of the Military 
Family. 

With that, I thank you very much for 
not just your service, but your insight 
and your wisdom in trying to always 
make sure that we elevate our men and 
women in uniform and their families to 
the highest levels we can. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
4 minutes to a new member of the 
Armed Services Committee, but she’s 
already starting to make a strong con-
tribution, the gentlelady from Okla-
homa (Ms. FALLIN). 

Ms. FALLIN. I am here today to sup-
port this resolution also, and to sup-
port the naming of 2009 as the Year of 
the Military Family. For years now, we 
have been sending our sons and our 
daughters overseas to fight terror and 
also fight for our freedom. Our military 
men and women have sacrificed, miss-
ing birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, 
and endured many hardships, and we 
are honored on this floor in this Cham-
ber to frequently pay tribute to those 
men and women. 

Too often, however, we forget the 
families, the loved ones behind our 
military men and women—our moth-
ers, our fathers, our children, our sib-
lings, husbands and wives of our troops. 
Their sacrifice is also worthy of our 
greatest respect. These are the unsung 
heroes of the War on Terror, the loved 
ones who watch our troops go into bat-
tle, and are ready to greet them when 
they arrive back home. 

We now have 1.8 million family mem-
bers of active duty military personnel, 
and just over 1 million family members 
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of reservists. Of every two soldiers who 
are deployed, one leaves behind a wife 
or a husband who will wait for months, 
and sometimes even years, before they 
see their spouse again. 

Nearly 2 million children have fa-
thers or mothers who are in the mili-
tary, and these children, undoubtedly, 
feel great pride in having a mother or 
father serve their country, but they 
also feel a great burden of growing up 
with one parent who often is far from 
home and missing those important 
times. 

Without the support and sacrifice of 
these brave men, women, and their 
children, our Armed Services could not 
function, so much so that it is just safe 
to say thank you to our military fami-
lies for their service and for protecting 
our country and for making the tre-
mendous sacrifices with their families. 

So, Mr. Speaker, for all these rea-
sons, I would like to join my colleagues 
in also congratulating the 2009 mem-
bers of the military families, and to 
say that this is your year. 2009 is the 
Year of the Military Family. So let us 
join in and respect those families and 
honor them today in this Chamber. 

Mr. SKELTON. I yield such time as 
he may consume to a cosponsor of this 
legislation, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. MORAN.) 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. I am hon-
ored to have a moment to speak on this 
resolution, and deeply grateful to 
Chairman SKELTON for introducing it 
and advancing it. 

You know, they say that an army 
travels on its stomach. In other words, 
the physical well-being of an army has 
to be taken into consideration. They 
have to be well fed, they have to be 
cared for. 

The way you win wars though, comes 
from the heart and mind of our sol-
diers, sailors, and airmen. And the way 
that you motivate them is to assure 
them that this country is providing for 
their families. That is what they care 
about more than anything else. 

When they go to war, when they 
choose to serve this country in the 
Armed Services, their principal moti-
vation, really, is their family. They are 
doing this to provide security to their 
children, to their parents, to their 
loved ones. And that is what this reso-
lution is all about, recognizing the in-
dispensable role that military families 
play. 

We have lost more than 2,000 parents 
of young children in Iraq. But hundreds 
of thousands have known that when 
they say goodbye to their daddy or 
mommy, they may not see them again. 
And they have to live with that re-
ality. 

They comfort each other, families 
get to know each other, provide a sup-
port network. But it’s absolutely es-
sential that we, as a Nation, under-
stand that we are putting these fami-
lies on the front line. That they are 
prepared to pay the ultimate sacrifice, 
that they are fully prepared to do 
whatever it takes to ensure that we 

have soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
women who will go to war, will risk 
their lives, knowing that they have the 
support of their families at home. 

Now, we have tried to put more 
money into the veterans’ bill to im-
prove health care, particularly the 
type of health care that we have found 
a particular compelling need for—per-
manent brain injury, post-traumatic 
stress disorder, mental illnesses—that 
have increased dramatically in the last 
few years, particularly with IEDs and 
the violence that they cause in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. But when they come 
home, if we don’t adequately treat 
them, the price is paid by the family. 

It’s the family that has to deal with 
sometimes uncontrollable violent 
urges, where the veteran of combat 
finds it difficult to control themselves, 
to make that transition to the society 
in which they need to take on the role 
of husband, wife, or parent. 

All of these challenges are even 
greater than they have ever been be-
fore. And that is why this Congress, 
this Nation, needs to take every oppor-
tunity to focus on the needs of these 
families who show real patriotism and 
real loyalty to the principles and ideals 
and values of this Nation, and are will-
ing to sacrifice whatever it takes to 
uphold those principles, ideals, and val-
ues, even the risk of loss of a loved one. 

So, with that, Mr. Chairman, again, I 
thank you for introducing, for pro-
moting this resolution and, most im-
portantly, I thank you for being con-
scious of what this resolution is all 
about every single day throughout the 
year in the legislation that the Armed 
Services Committee and your col-
leagues in the Congress pass. It has to 
be a priority. 

So, I know this will pass unani-
mously, and I appreciate the fact that 
it’s offered on the floor today. 

Mr. LAMBORN. At this point, I yield 
4 minutes to someone who’s made a 
strong contribution to the military— 
until January, he served for many 
years on the Armed Services Com-
mittee—the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. GINGREY). 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding. 
I rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 
64, urging the President to designate 
2009 as the Year of the Military Fam-
ily. It’s going to be difficult to follow 
the gentleman from Virginia, Mr. 
MORAN, what he said out of compassion 
and love for the military families, but 
I will humbly try to do so. 

Certainly, I would like to say a spe-
cial thanks to Chairman SKELTON, 
Ranking Member JOHN MCHUGH, as 
well as to the members and the staff of 
the House Armed Services Committee, 
for the tireless effort in support of our 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines 
who are bravely defending us at home 
and abroad. 

Mr. Speaker, today we rightfully 
take time to recognize the families of 
those brave men and women who have 
dedicated their lives to the service of 

our Nation. I stand here and I am 
thinking about so many families— 
moms and dads, brothers and sisters— 
of fallen soldiers in my State of Geor-
gia, and of my district, the 11th Con-
gressional in northwest Georgia. I am 
not trying to mention all of them, but 
they are definitely in my mind and in 
my heart. 

For it is not just the members of the 
military who serve our country, but 
also their family members, who sac-
rifice so much in support of these he-
roes who, day in and day out, protect 
our freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, the families of those 
who serve our country on the front 
lines deserve the admiration and appre-
ciation of each and every citizen. These 
family members often watch their 
loved ones travel to faraway lands in 
support of a cause and an ideal so much 
greater than any one individual. 

Indeed, the democracy on display 
here today with our presence in this 
Chamber is testament to the courage 
and valor of our Armed Forces. The 
support given to our servicemen and 
women by their loved ones is irreplace-
able, as it’s a foundation for the brav-
ery inherent in those who labor stead-
fastly in the defense of liberty. 

Any of us who have watched videos 
and movies about the Civil War and 
read some of those letters to home that 
the infantrymen would write, maybe 
right before a battle and they give 
their lives to their country, it is indeed 
moving. 

So, let us now honor and say a gra-
cious thank you to each and every 
military family, every member of those 
families, for the encouragement, love, 
and kindness they exhibit in sup-
porting their precious loved ones as 
they serve a Nation that will forever be 
free because of their sacrifice. It is to 
the family members that we now say 
thank you. 

Mr. Speaker, we are proud of all of 
our servicemen and women and are 
eternally grateful for their efforts in 
the Global War on Terror. Let us not 
forget the ones who have provided the 
closest circle of support for them wher-
ever they may serve around the globe. 
I urge all my colleagues, of course, to 
support this. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. BER-
MAN). 

b 1315 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding me time to 
join the others in making a particular 
statement on behalf of the sacrifice of 
military families. 

We pay great attention, and should, 
to the sacrifices of our young service-
men and servicewomen who risk their 
lives in service of their country. We 
sometimes don’t pay as much attention 
to people who make a tremendous sac-
rifice by virtue of seeing their loved 
ones, their spouses, their parents, their 
children in many cases, going off to 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 03:39 Mar 12, 2009 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00153 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11MR7.048 H11MRPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3300 March 11, 2009 
military service, particularly in the 
context of recent times, dealing with 
the repeated deployments, the disrup-
tions, the movement, the constant con-
cern about the welfare of the loved one. 
And it is quite appropriate and long 
overdue that we actually designate this 
year, 2009, as the year of the military 
families. I strongly support this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for offering this resolu-
tion. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. SKELTON. Most of us Members 

of Congress have had the opportunity 
to witness military units as they are 
ready to deploy. We have also seen 
military units as they have returned, 
or individual members of our service 
returning, and watch their families 
greet them with happiness and with 
tears. It is difficult to put ourselves in 
their places, but the best we can do is 
to show our appreciation, and that our 
thoughts and our prayers are with 
them as well as their loved ones who 
are serving. Mr. Speaker, I urge all of 
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of urging the President to designate 
2009 as the ‘‘Year of the Military Family.’’ 

Our military’s ability to perform its mission 
abroad is directly related to the strength of our 
families at home. 

Without families willing to sign up for military 
life alongside their soldier, sailor, airman or 
marine, we would not have the tremendous 
all-volunteer force we have today. 

Our military has been at war for nearly eight 
years against persistent and determined en-
emies thousands of miles away. And in many 
ways, so have our military families. 

With loved ones deployed to theatres of 
combat, our families have lived with the enor-
mous uncertainty brought by every ring of the 
phone and every knock on the door. 

For far too many, that unexpected phone 
call or visitor announced the tragic loss of a 
spouse or parent. 

For thousands more, injuries sustained in 
battle require a spouse or child to take on the 
responsibility of caretaker. 

I am continually amazed at their resilience 
and ability to continue with their lives under 
such difficult circumstances. 

Every family signed up knowing the require-
ments of duty. 

However, regular assignments to theatres of 
war will challenge even the strongest families. 

Like many of my colleagues, I hear the frus-
tration and sense the pain that frequent, dan-
gerous and unpredictable deployments are 
having on military communities. 

We know that these deployments are often 
measured not by weeks or months, but by an-
niversaries, birthdays and important life mo-
ments. 

Describing the length of her husband’s de-
ployment, one of my constituents told me how 
her husband ‘‘missed his older son’s gradua-
tion from college, and his youngest son’s 
graduation from High School.’’ Her frustration 
was clear. 

As Chairman SKELTON mentioned earlier, 
over a million children have not had a mom or 
dad or both home for life’s important events. 

We have tried to take steps to lessen the 
strain on our families, but high operational 
tempo and policies like stop-loss still have a 
significant impact. 

As a Navy wife recently told me, ‘‘We are 
resigned to the necessity of deployment.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, our first commander in chief, 
President Washington, said, ‘‘The willingness 
with which our young people are likely to 
serve in any war, no matter how justified, shall 
be directly proportional to how they perceive 
veterans of early wars were treated and ap-
preciated by our nation.’’ 

Today, President Washington’s statement 
should probably read, ‘‘The willingness with 
which our ‘‘families are likely to serve in any 
war, no matter how justified, shall be directly 
proportional to how they perceive families of 
early wars were treated and appreciated by 
our nation.’’ 

That is why the Military Personnel Sub-
committee will hold a hearing later this year 
focusing on military families and topics that 
are unique to military life. 

. . . But it will take more than a series of 
hearings to address the very real concerns felt 
by families and men and women in uniform. 

Just as we must ensure that service mem-
bers have the equipment they need in the 
field, so too must we guarantee that families 
have the support they need at home. 

I urge President Obama to honor the com-
mitment of those who ‘‘serve’’ behind our men 
and women in uniform and designate 2009 the 
Year of the Military Family. 

I hope all my colleagues will support this 
resolution. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 64, ‘‘Urging 
the President to designate 2009 as the ‘Year 
of the Military Family’.’’ I want to thank my col-
league Congressman IKE SKELTON of Missouri 
for introducing this resolution. 

No group of Americans has stood stronger 
and braver for our nation than those who have 
served in the Armed Forces. From the bitter 
cold winter at Valley Forge to the boiling hot 
Iraqi terrain, our soldiers have courageously 
answered when called upon, gone where or-
dered, and defended our nation with honor. 
Their noble service reminds us of our mission 
as a nation—to build a future worthy of their 
courage and your sacrifice. We celebrate, 
honor and remember these courageous and 
faithful men and women. 

While the nation’s attention has been wholly 
focused on the economic crisis, Americans 
continue to die in wars across the globe, from 
Iraq to Afghanistan and beyond. The war in 
Iraq no longer makes headlines, but for mili-
tary families it remains a daily reality, and I 
urge my colleagues to recognize the chal-
lenges that the families of these brave soldiers 
face and support this resolution in their honor. 

When American troops are the ones fighting 
abroad, it is our military families who must 
also suffer. They wait every day and night 
hoping to hear from their loved ones, praying 
that they are not put in harm’s way, that they 
may come home soon. Too many families 
have not been so lucky, finding out the news 
of a loved one’s death is not only emotionally 
traumatizing it can have long term effects for 
the family that may never be repaired. 

We must all stand as champions for our 
men and women fighting abroad. These sol-
diers who bravely reported for duty, they are 
our sons and our daughters, they are our fa-

thers and mothers, they are our husbands and 
wives, they are our fellow Americans. 

There are over 26,550,000 veterans in the 
United States. In the 18th Congressional dis-
trict of Texas alone there are more than 
38,000 veterans and they make up almost ten 
percent of this district’s civilian population over 
the age of 18. 

We remember and honor the sacrifices of 
our forces and their families. And we renew 
our national promise to fulfill our sacred obli-
gations to those who have worn this nation’s 
uniform. Our veterans and their families ask 
for nothing more. Let us fight the good fight. 

Mr. SKELTON. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
SKELTON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 64. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

CALLING FOR RETURN OF SEAN 
GOLDMAN 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 125) calling on the 
central authority of Brazil to imme-
diately discharge all its duties under 
the Hague Convention by facilitating 
and supporting Federal judicial pro-
ceedings as a matter of extreme ur-
gency to obtain the return of Sean 
Goldman to his father, David Goldman, 
for immediate return to the United 
States, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 125 

Whereas David Goldman has been trying 
unsuccessfully since June 17, 2004, to secure 
the return of his son Sean to the United 
States where Sean maintained his habitual 
residence until his mother, Bruna Bianchi 
Ribeiro Goldman, removed Sean to Brazil; 

Whereas on August 26, 2004, the Superior 
Court of New Jersey awarded custody to Mr. 
Goldman, ordered Mrs. Goldman and her par-
ents to immediately return Sean to the 
United States, and indicated to Mrs. Gold-
man and her parents that their continued be-
havior constituted parental kidnaping under 
United States law; 

Whereas on September 3, 2004, Mr. Gold-
man filed an application for the immediate 
return of Sean to the United States under 
the 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil As-
pects of International Child Abduction (the 
‘‘Hague Convention’’) to which both the 
United States and Brazil are party and which 
entered into force between Brazil and the 
United States on December 1, 2003; 

Whereas on August 22, 2008, Mrs. Goldman 
passed away in Brazil leaving Sean without a 
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